The CERB's charge was to serve as an advisory board to the US Army Engineers Commanding General and provide advice and guidance to the CERC on coastal engineering research. The Board also is a Federal Advisory Committee of the US Army. November 2013 marked CERB's fifty years of service. In recognition of this milestone, a study was conducted, and a report prepared that summarizes the 50-year history of the Board.
In establishing the CERB, the Congressional committee Oral history interviews served as the primary basis of the 50th anniversary report. Nineteen interviews of past general officers, civilian members and Army Engineers senior leaders were conducted. These interviews covered the individual's career, activities, and impressions of the CERB, with the final questions focused on the impacts of the CERB to coastal engineering, the Corps of Engineers, and them personally. In addition, various historical documents as well as the minutes and attendance logs for each meeting were reviewed and analyzed to understand the evolution and impacts of the CERB.
This presentation will include a review of some of the contributions of the CERB to the coastal engineering profession. Landmark documents such as the Shore Protection Manual and the Coastal Engineering Manual are directly the result of CERB deliberations. Major CERC research initiatives relating to coastal inlets, integrated modeling, dredging and dredged material, sediment transport, coastal mapping systems, data management, and Regional Sediment Management came directly from recommendations of the CERB. Many research products, project applications, and laboratory or field experiments were rigorously reviewed and influenced by the CERB. The work of the CERB continues with new members and new challenges and continues to influence directions in USA coastal research.
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